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SERMON: 


DELIVERED IN SOUTH BOSTON, SEPT. 23, 1832. 
BY BENJAMIN WHITTEMORE. 


< To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into 

the world, that, I should bear witness to the truth.” St. 

John xviii. 37: ts 

There are few portions of sacred truth s0 im- 
portant as the one now selected for cons1deration. 
We .are here informed in plain language, the 
object intended to be accomplished by our Lord's 
mis810n. He was born and came into the world 
to bear witness- to the truth. We should care- 
fully notice the difference between testifying to 
the truth and making truth. The object of a wit- 
ness 18 not to make truth but to reveal-the truth 
already existing. So Jesus came, not to make 
something true which was untrue, but to publish 


that which was already truth. _ | 

A question very naturally axises here, and it 1s 
a question which Pilate asked when -our Lord 
spake the text ; but he went away*without hear- 
ing the answer. The. question is— What ts 
truth? Let us not dismiss this question until we 
gain a satisfactory answer. If Jesus has borne 
witness to the fruth ; if the object of his comin 
into the world is answesed, we shall find th 
revealed $0 clearly that we can understani 

I. The first important particular, to-which 
birth and advent of our Lord were des1g 
bear testimony, is the 8upreme love of God our 
Father to the s8inful world of mankind. He did 
not come to create love in God to sinful men, 
for he forever loved them, but he came to make 
this great unalterable fruth known. | Hence Jesus 
8a1d to Nicodemus; * We 8peak that we do know, 
and testify that we have 8een; and 
not our witness, * '* '*#* *# * * PForGods0 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whogoever believeth should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. For God sent not his 
Son into the -world to condemn the world ; but 
that the world through him might be saved.” 
Here we.-learn that Jesus spake and testified that 
which he knew and had seen. He knew God's love 
for the world —he had seen it—and he bore tes- 
timony to it. He knew that he himself was given 
to the world—because * God 80 loved the world.” 
Paul 8ays— God commendeth his love toward us, 
in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for 
ns,” 'This shows us that the death of Christ was 


degigned to commend the love of God to sinners. 


One of the poneges which we have now quoted 
tells us what the birth of Jegus was intended for, 
and the other tells us the -design of his death; 


is 


e receive, 


— 


and it is most obvious that they both were for one 
purpose, viz. to testify the love of God to the 
world. John s8ays— Herein is love, not that we 
loved God but that he loved us and sent his on 
to. be a propitiation for our sins.* Here the reason 
why God 8ent his Son. is given,—it, is not b&tause 
sinners loved him, but because he loved sinners, 
and desired to redeem them from their sins. Paul 
was well acquainted with the evidence which our 
blessed Lord gave of the love of our supreme Fa- 
ther, and that evidence was 80 great and 80 clear 
that the apostle said—1I am. persuaded that neith- 
er death nor life, nor things present nor things to 
come, are able to 'separate us from the love of 


| God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord,” 'The 


love, Paul 8aw 


evidence of this almighty wagka,! L4 
nor life—time 


in Jesus—love which neither dea 
nor et&rnity can 8eparate us from, 

So clear and 80 abundant are the proofs that 
the love of God is a truth to which Jesus bore 
testimony, that no denomination of christians will 
den it; therefore, this proposition need not be 
further labored, 

The fact that men need salvation from sin and 
death, and that they , will be saved, 1s another 
truth to which Jesus bore testimony. Paul 8ays 
of Jesus, in Gal. 1. 4. * Who gave himself for our 
g8ins,. that he might deliver .us from the present 
evil world.” 'The reason why our Lord gave him- 
self should be remembered—it was to dehver us 
from the .,present evil world. 'The general opin- 
ion has been that the object, for which Jesus 
gave hinself, was to deliver mankind from a fu- 
ture evil world. Paul states the object to be en- 
tirely different. To deliver men from the present 
evil world, was the object of our Lord's misson, 
1f Paul's information on the subject was correct. 
The present world is evil, and men need dehliver- 
ance from it—if the future world were evil, we 
should need deliverance from that. In the scnp- 
tures we read of no future evil world, and conse- 
quently we do not read of any deliverance from 
guch a world. When praying for his disciples, 
ofir Lord 8aid—*I pray not that thou shouldst 
take them out of the world, but that thou shouldst 
keep them from the evil. This world it geems 
is well enough, but there is evil in it, from which 
Jesus wished his disciples to be preserved. He 
did not manifest the least concern that any evil 
awaited them in the future world. The present 
is the evil world—we know of no other; and the * 
mission of Jesus is witness of God, that we need 
deliverance-from this world. John knew this, and 
when he 8aw Jesus coming to him, he gaid; *Be- 
hold, the Lamb of God which taketh away the 
gin of the world.” The angel, who announced 


the Savior's 'advent, knew well its dealen,” and 
8aid ; © Thou-shalt call his name Jesus, for he 8hall 
save his people from. their 8ins.” This, not only 
proves that the world need salvation from sin, and 
that Jesus will 8ave them; but it also proves that 
the world' are his people; for he is to take away 
the 8in of the world and save his people from 
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their 8ins ; which seems to establish the idea that 
his people and the world are the 8ame. This is 
Cc ed by his own testimony. He 8ays that 
his Father has given all things into his hands— 
and that of all which his Father has given him 
| he will lose nothing. The heathen he has for an 
inheritance and the uttefmost parts of the earth. 
for a possession. So.clear and 80 abundant is 
the testimony, that sin shall be finished, that an! 
end 8hall be made of transgression—that though 
our 8ins be as scarlet they shall be as white as 
snow, that all shall know and 8erve God from the 
least to the greatest—s0 clear is divine testimony 
on thfs subject, we shall not be more particular. 

- Fhe doctrine of life and immortality is another 
important fact in gospel truth to which our divine 
master bore testimony. He brought life and im- 
mortality to light through the gospel. He did not 
create life and immortality, but brought it to light 
made that manifest which had been hid for 
ages in God. Before his advent the clouds of 
ignorance hung in awful blackness over the future 
hopes of man—and his coming was like the ap- 
pearance of a clear rising 8un in a cloudless 
morning, after a night of dreadful storms. 

Jesus has taught us to believe that as we now 
bear the image of the earthly we 8kall also bear 
the nnage of the heavenly—that we shall all be 
changed, and be clothed in immortality, ingorrupt- 
ability, and fadeless glory. 

H. How did Jesus bear witness to the truth ? 
By doing good to mankind as the high agent of 
God. By dealing out divine 1nercies impartially 
to those who needed them. By appealing to de- 
monstrations in the natural world—to the finest 
feelings of the human heart—to the tenderest re- 
lations which exist among men ; by promises of 
infinite value; by dying for the world; and at 
last, by bursting asunder the strong bars of the 
tomb, and rising triumphant oyer all which bears 
the name of death. 

When he would prove the love of God to be 
uniyersal and impartial, he appealed to the sun- 
beams and falling rains; declaring, what we all 
know is true, that God causes his s8un to rise upon 
the evil and good, and sendeth rain upon the just 
and unjust. 

When he would exhibit the value of man in 
the Sight of his Maker, he called the attention 
of his hearers to the fowls of the air and lilies of 


the field, giving them to understand that man was 


regarded of much greater value in the sight vf 
God, and if he provided for the fowls and cloth- 
ed the lilies, he would much rather provide for, 
and take care of his rational children. 

When he would exhibit the strength of divine 
love, he chose the tender 8ensibilities of the pa- 
rental heart to illustrate his je, 0 ; 8ayIng— 
*What man of you if his 80n ask read will give 
him a 8tone, if he ask a fish will give him a 8er- 
pent; if ye, being evil, know how to give good 
ts unto your children, how muck more 8hall 
hae Father in heaven give good things to them 

ask him.” 'This language was directed to the 
can heart, and sets forth the love of God to 
greatly 8uperior-to those flowings of tender 
mercy which children realize from their earthly 


parents. - | 

When he would illustrate the fact that sin can- 
not e ish the love of God for the sinner, he 
e parable of a prodigal son, who un-| 
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wisely left his father's house, and through impry- 
dence, progeny and licentiousnes nt his / 
living and reduced himself to beggary 8tarva- 
tion. When this ruined, condemned, miserable 
sinner came home, he was welcomed in all the 

enerous overflowing raptures of parental loye. 

o question was asked, in regard to the motives 
of his return—whether he had repented of his 
wanderin whether in future, he had resolved 
to obey the councils of his father, and live an 
obedient virtuous child. The father delayed not 
to gain answers to 8uch inquiries; it 8eemed 
enough that his child had come home—his eyes 
told him at once, that his child was unhappy ; he 
8aw enough to awaken a father's compassion, 
The 80n's tattered garments were. quickly ex. 
changed for the best robe—his scanty nds 
the fatted calf—his houselees and homeless wan- 
derings for comfortable and peaceful rest beneath 
the venerable roof, which had sheltered his child- 
hood, and where his earliest recollections were 
formed. c 
- Hearer, our father in heaven has many poor, wan- 
dering, wretched children in this wide world, who 
like the prodigal are perishing with hunger, naked- 
ness, and wo. The Savior did not leave the prod- 
igal in his parable, to perish away from his father; 
he carries him home, and does not leave him, 
until he leaves him mn his father's honse, comfort- 
able, blessed, happy. So he will not leave unfor- 
tunate wanderers to, perish in a foreign land, no 
more to return to their God and father. He will 
reconcile all things to God, he will cause all na- 
tions to flow to the mountain of God's house, 
where he has made a feast unto all people, and it 
will be his happy privilege in the result, to address 
his Father, and 8zy—* Father, behold me, and the 
children which thou hast given me. TI have fin- 
ished the work which thou gavest me to do. All 
things are reconciled to thee. 'The wanderers 
have all returned and come to Zion—the children 
are all at home—the feast which thou hast made 
unto all people is completely furnished with 
guests ; | 

©We'll all rejoice, 
No wanderer Ilost— 
A family in heaven.? 

This happy, final recovery of lost sinners, our 
Lord ylustrated, by lost silver, a lost sheep, and 
by leaven which leavened the whole lump. The 
lost 8ilver was found—the lost sheep was restored 
to its owner and fold, and so mankind, who like 
 sheep have Homes astray,.8hall be found and recon- 
ciled to God, and inherit the glory of that world, 
where there is more joy over one sinner that re- 
penteth, than over ninety and nine just persons 
who need no repentance. | 
 Jesus taught the regurrection of the dead by 
testimony, but most of all by example. .He was 
the first fruit of them which slept. He arose tri- 
umphant over all the rs of death. He con- 
versed with those who lieved the resurrection, 
the Sadducees, and assured' them that thoge who 
should arise from the dead, would be equal to the 
angels—would -die no more, and would be the 
children of God, being the children of the resur- 
rection. yo | | | 
| 'These are the eternal truths to which our bles- 
ged Lord bore: testimony. Neither the belief nor 
unbelief of man can make them of none effect. 
| They were truths before Jesus was born, and be- 


> 


for _ 


fore he came into the world—they will be truths | 
after all the -purposes of his mission are accom- 
plizhed—and the Most High God, is all in all. 

II. Why did Jesus bear witness to the truth ? 
Why was he born, and why did he come into the 
world to bear witness to- the truth ? It was no 
more truth on the account of his bearing witness 
to it. It was truth whether he bore witness to it 
or not—whether men believed or disbelieyed it. 
The reason why he bore witness to the truth is 
very obvious. 'The world was ignorant of the 
truth, but were interested in knowing it. It was! 
something in which they were particularly con- 
cerned, It was that they might know the truth, 
and that the truth might make them free. Jesus 
82id to the Jews — Ye 8hall know the truth, and 
the truth 8hall make you free.” Without a knowl- 
edge of divine truth men are in bondage, which 
offers a very powerful reason why they should be 
made acquainted with the truth. Truth is not al- : 
tered by their knowledge of it, but their knowl- 
edge of it alters them. The truth, that God is 
love and that he has designed man for a happy im- 
mortality, is that in which we all feel deeply con- 
cerned, a knowledge of which cannot fail to give 
us the greatest ible enjoyment. Withour it 
the mind of man 1s deeply distressed, and he is all 
his life time in bondage. If in this world only we 
have hope, of all creatures we are the most nuser- 
able. 'The prospects before us are of the most 
dark and agonizing kind. 'The instructions of na- 
ture are greatly deficient—they are not ample 
enough to 8atisfy the contemplating mind of man— 
they hold up no cheering light beyond the grave. 
We s8ee our friends launch away into the vast 
ocean of eternity ; the s8easons return as they did. 
before, the gun continues to rise and 8et—the * 
winds blow and the rains descend as usual—all na- | 
ture moyes on its order, but we receiye no intelli- 
gence from our departed friends ; they appeared to 
commence a voyage to another country, but no 
report returns assuring us of their 8afe arrival. 
That we might have strong consolation, Jesus 
came and brought life and umamortality to light, 
and thus we have imparted to us that hope which 
is like an anchor to the soul both sure and stead-: 
fast, which enters within the veil where Jesus the 
Forruuner has for us entered. 

Through the medium of those truths to which. 
our Lord bore testimony, we are sustained under : 
trials, with the hope- that these afflictions which | 
are momentary are designed to work out for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 
Give a man this hope, and is the child on whom he 
dotes with all the ardor of parental fondness, 
snatched from his earthly society, or is the partner 
of his life, who shares the kindest affection of his 
80ul called to enter the dark valley and shadow of 
death, even then, his grief is assuaged, and his 
looting bones bound up with the prospect of glo-: 

 whick never fades beyond the grave. Give: 

is hope to the dying and its value is what we 
cannot now , compute. Draw near, and behold a' 
loving father, or tender mother, sinking under 
quick approaching death; if they have received 
the witness of Jesus, how calm, how composed ' 
are their last moments, as earth's visions are fad- | 
ing before. their eyes; they ee their earthly 80- 
Journ 18 near its cloge—a few dying struggles and 
all is done. Their- ts fly beyond the grave 
on the buoyant wings of ſaith and hope, until they 


, 
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to the house of God in company. 
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ladly light on the distant shores of immortality. 
here they are beyond the world of storms ; the 
have left the dark tem ous behind 
and have reached that 8unny land where death is 
gwallowed up in victory, where the ransomed of 
the Lord return and come to Zion, with songs and 
everlasting Joy upon their heads, and where 80r- 
row and 8ighing have fled away, | 
When parents are bidding adieu to all below— 
when they fold their little ones in the last afﬀfect- 
ing embrace on earth, -their 8ouls are lifted up to 
God in overflowing gratitude for the hope that 
friends and loving ones shall again meet to part no 
more. They can 8&y—* We know, if this earthly 
house of our tabernacle be dissolyed, we have a 
building of God &” house not made with hands 
eternal in the heavens.” 
The truths to which" Jesus bore testimony are 
filled with advantages—their consolations are in- 
finite. They give strength and refinement to 


every 80cial and yirtuous affection of the human - 


soul—under all the allotments of a holy God they 
Joy of reconciliation and the balm of 

in the dark, trying hour of death, when 
all our communion with aca things 1s to be 
dis8olved, their value is transcendent! O, hearer, 
amidst the last alarms of. death, the believing 
heart, the confident soul, can with joy draw the 
waters of mercy and peace from *the wells of 
salvation'—his hopes are all anchored within the 
haven of endless glory, - All of which earth can 
boast, in the hour of death are less than wr) bþ 
compared with the hopes inspired by gospel truth. 

Is it any longer a question "ny egus Came 1n- 
to the world to bear testimony to the truth 2 No— 
it is just what we should expect such a friend 
would do. If the importance of having the truth 
known was $0 great, as to justify Jesus in doing 
and suffering all he did to establish it among 
men—it is no more than our reasonable duty to 
devote our whole lives in 80 laudable a work. 

The American father's of Universalism, for these 
reasons were induced, to sacrifice their reputation 
among men ; ease, health, and strength were all 
8acrificed to the promotion of truth 'among men. 
They, saw the world's bondage—they saw it brood- 
ed beneath the darkness of sin and death—and 


peace—an 


| under the help of God they resolved on its eman- 


cipation. The effect of that resolution we have 
witnessed during the past week. 

- It has been our happy privilege the 
to meet with the N. E. Convention of Universal- 
ists. The season was truly a happy one. Breth- 
ren, who had never before met, were permitted to 

et each other by the right hand of brother] 
ove, to- hold 8weet converse together, and wa. 


This Convention, ably to previous appoi 
ment, was held in ERC N. H. So = 
number of our ministering brethren were never 
before together. There we met our fathers wn 
[8rael, who have borne the burden and heat of the 
day, who were not at all disposed, to murmur, 
because there were others who had come into the 
vineyard at the eleventh hour; but the younger 
brethren were hailed as young Nazarites, rien 


[up to second the efforts of their fathers and fill 


their places, when they shall have finished the 

work given them to do on earth. _ Oy 
There are many now of our religious faith, who, 

having found the armor of Saul to be too cum- 
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brous, have taken the sling of David and'a few 
smooth etones from the river of salvation, and 
have gone forth to meet those who defy the ar- 
mies of the living God. -The intelligence which 
we have received from all quarters is truly en- 
couraging. Liberal sentiments have arigen in 
the strength and glory of God, and the gates of 
hell cannot prevail against them. 'Truth like the 
dove from the storm-beaten ark has gone forth— 
she finds the tempest is over, and the waters of 
death abated—and she returns bringing with her 
the olive branch of peace. 

We see what can be done by union and perse- 
verance. How 8mall and despised was Umver- 
8alisgm a short time ago—now how wide extended 
and prevailing. Murray was a lonely pilgrim in 
the land of enemies and strangers, despised and1ll- 
treated—now what do our eyes see and our ears 
hear ? We see a powerful band of true hearts, 
going forth in the name of the living God, and 
proclaiming life, liberty, salvation and glory to all 
the ends of the earth. 

My brethren, from what has been done we can 
well calculate what may be done. Let us unite 
our strength in the grand work of redemption. If 
geeming obstacles lay in our w"__ zeal and pru- 
dence will overcome them ; and we shall have 
the satisfaction, not only of enjoying the riches of 
heaven's love ourselves, but shall leave with our 
children an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away. 


THE LAW OF LIBERTY. 

We understand the Law of Liberty mentioned 
by James 1. 25. to be that rule of faith and prac- 
tice which God, by his servants, and in his gos- 
pel, hath given us, for the support of our hopes, 
and the regulation of our conduct. It is that di- 
rectory of morals and manners, comprised in the 
gospel of a world's salvation ; and it partakes of 
the nature of a law emanating from the moral 
perfections of a pure and holy God; while, at 
the same time, it keeps_ constantly before the 
mind, the most powerful incentives and persua- 
gives to a cheerful rendering of obedience to its 
own requirements. I propose -in this article, 
briefly to notice 8ome of its distinguishing pecu- 
liarities. 

It 18 a perfect law. It is 80 because it emanates 
from a being who 1s possessed of infinite and im- 
mutable perfection. He is perfect in Wisdom, in 
Goodness, in Love, in Justice, in Truth, in Holi- 
ness, in power and glory. He is not liable to be 
influenced by passion, nor s8wayed by motives of 
interest. He is independent. He holds the scales 


of justice with a steady hand; and could have 


given us a law with no other intention than that 
of doing good to his creatures. And this would 
lead us directly to the conclusion, that all the pe- 
nalities of this law, be they ever 80 lenient, or 
ever 80 8evere, must haye been designed to ac- 
o__ the reformation of the disobedient. 

This law,,then, as will be perceived, is neither 
more nor less than a transcript of God's moral 
character. And it is expressly said that *the law 
of the Lord is perfect, converting the 8oul, the 
testimony of the Lord is 8ure, making wise the 
g1mple.” So that it constitutes an 4nfallible rule, 
inasmuch as it is calculated to effect the conver- 
810n of all souls, the reconciliation of all minds, 
and the sanctification of all hearts. 
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This law is perfect, because it 1s wisely adapt. 
ed to the condition, nature, and wants of mankind, 
Being fallible, we-need the wisdom from aboye , 
to direct us. Frail by nature, ne as we are 
to err in our practice, we need 8omething to 
guard us against temptation. And being in want 
of that which the earth cannot s8upply, to sustain 
as under our trials, and afford us some gubstan- 
tial foundation for our hopes to rest upon, it was 
an act of benevolent condescention, on the 
of God, to place before our minds, and body forth 
to our conceptions, his own glorious nature and 
perfections, that we might, as it were, have him 
always with us to lead us directly to the foun- 
tain of enjoyment. 

Another characteristic of this law 1s, it 1s a law 
of liberty. By this I mean that it originated in 

e free grace of God, and secures to all its will- 
ing and obedient subjects, * the liberty of the chil- 
dren of God.* It maketh free unto salvation. It 
enlarges the human mind; it draws out the affec- 
tions of the heart; it produces a'pure and glow- 
ing fellow-feeling ; and supercedes the necessity 
of any othet law. 'This it does, not by giving 
loose to the passions, nor by encouraging the hope 
of escape from the consequences of gin; nor by 
gearing the conscience ; but by implanting in the 
heart right principles, by giving a healthful im- 
pulse to the mind ; and by exhibiting the desira- 
bleness of the reward of virtue ; so that whoso- 
ever looketh into- this law of liberty is furmshed 
with counsel and instruction which are calculated 
to make him wise, good, and happy. 

With these facts before us Taped to ob- 
8erve, that it 1s highly important that every intel- 
ligent being should look into this perfect law of 
liberty—should make it the great study of life. 

It 1s 80, because nothing else can make us 
good. No other rule of life is perfect. Nothing 
short of this can make us acquainted with the per- 
fections, will, and: purpose of God. Nothing else 
can teach us how to live, how to act, and how to 
die. Nothing else can save us from 8in. Noth- 
ing else can present before the human mind ade- 


|quate persuasives to the love and practice of 


holiness. And nothing else-can make us active, 
or render us successful, in the cause of God, of 
man and of truth. 

Need I 8ay that every intelligent being should 
look into this law, and study it, for himself? It 
is preposterous to imagine that any one else can 
do this for us. We are not to suppose that we 
may Bo to our neighbor, and employ him to do 
this labor for us. 'This is a matter which con- 
cerns the individual man—the 8ouls own interests 
are guspended, in a measure, upon its own opera- 
tions; and it is an act of great presumption, to 
predicate our belief, or rest our hopes upon the 
opinions of any erring mortal. 

Nor 8hall we be any more safe if induced to 
leave this great business of the mind to any ec- 
clesiastical body. Although -in the multitude of 
council there may be, in some oy ter 
safety, than in the decision of individual judg- 
ment ; yet in the case under consideration, there 
is nothing to be gained by referring this matter 
to the multitude ; since the further we remove it 
from ourselves the worse 1s our condition. 

Truth is the rightful inheritance: of every ra- 
tional being. It is his own property. In settin 
up his claims to it he acts as an individual ; an 
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no man or body of men can act as his agent in 
obtaining a knowle of it ;—and though he may 
dispense its fruits and blessings to all around him, 
he cannot lawfully forego the enjoyment of its fa- 
vors for the accommodation of others. 'Further- 
more, he is accountable to a higher tribunal than 
any earthly one, for the manner in which he em- 
ploys the powers which God has given him. 

Truth being the rightful property of each indi- 
vidual, it is easy to perceive that it 1s always dan- 
gerous to leave the work of obtaining a knowledge 
of it to others. It would be like dividing a leg- 
acy which it barely sufficient for our own support 
among a multitude 80 large that it would do them 
no good. And to call upon the multitude to de- 
cide for us upon the word of God, or to expound 
the perfect law of liberty, is the same as to ask 
our neighbors to think for us, that we may have 
time to sleep. | 

Again—it is necessary that we should give our 
individual attention to these things, because we 
can in no other way obtain the wisdom to direct us 
in the journey of life. It is impossible, in the na- 
ture of things, for one individual to derive any ad- 
vantage from the knowledge obtained by another, 
unless by an exercise of his powers, and a judicious 
improvement of his opportunities, he contrives 
in 80me way or other to make that knowledge his 
own. 'The fact that our neighbor has looked into 
the perfect law of liberty ought, therefore, never 
to satisfy us. 'The circumstance that he is wiser 
than ourselves, instead of lulling us into a state 
of inactivity, should arouse us to exertion, and 
pur us on in the work of investigation and im- 
provement. We should endeavor to be wise, as 
well as good, for ourselves. 

By a benevolent arrangement in the order of 
things, much of our happiness depends upon the 
exercise of our mental and moral powers, in look- 
ing into this law of liberty. Industry is always 
attended with its reward, and in no instance 1s ; 
the connection closer than in this. Every new 
effort to obtain a knowledge of the divine realities 
which concern our peace, adds to our happiness. 
Each new idea, dr thought comes to us laden 
with peace and satisfaction. As we proceed in 
our investigations, our minds become more. and 
more expanded; our hearts more and more en- 
larged; our souls more' and more filled with admi- 
ration and gratitude. 

Why 802 Because,—we find in this perfect 
law of liberty a trangeript of the character of God, 
and in that character everything that is lovely and 
interesting. We 8ee what the object of the law 
1s—what its end will be—and seem to lay hold 
upon its grand and glorious results. We see 
nothing in it to digmay our hearts, or alarm our 
tears: but enough to assure us. that God is our 
. friend, and will 8ave us. And-as we enter upon 
the enjoyment of the liberty of this dispensation 
of grace and love, we seem to breathe a. purer 
ur, find new life and animation in our hearts, and 
See, that no. gervice is 80 delightful as that of 
praising and loving God for his great goodness 


and tender mercy. We learn to love him because | 


he first loved us; and find our happiness in doing 
80. | 


L. S. E. 


The law of the Lord is perfect eonverting the 


the 8oul, the testimony of the Lord is sure making 
wise the einiple.— Bible. 
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wife brightens, her step becomes stro 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 


[For the Universalist.] 


THE DEATH BED. 
There is a beautiful smplicity in the manners 


| of 8ome of the inhabitants of the small villages on 


the banks of the Connecticut, which at once ex- 
cites an interest in the breast of the traveller who 
from choice or convenience chances to pass a few 
days in their hospitable mansions. 

hile enjoying an excursion on the shores of 
this delightful river, a slight accident that occa- 
s1oned a delay of some days, threw me into the 
bosom of a family, whose urbanity and kindness 
found ready access to the heart of their guest, and 
made the otherwise teUious hours of delay pass 
away in quiet happiness, not equalled by the more 
splendid, but less heartfelt joys of gayer circles. 
All can feel, but few describe, the irrisistible 
charm that prevades a domestic circle in which 
feelings of mutual attachment are daily gain- 
ing strength from an affectionate attention to the 
unbreathed wishes of the heart, for conjugal 
affections like a dehcate plant, struggling up 
through storm and sunshine, into life and vigor is 
nurtured by the thousand nameless ass1duities of 
its cultivator, and appears green and vigorous, or 
pale and sickly as these attentions are bestowed 
or neglected. 

A principle of lively and ardent piety animated 
them in all their trials, and crowned the numer- 
ous blessings of their thankful hearts. Though 
young and inexperienced, they had learned to set 
a true value on all earthly good, to look on the 
trials of life as blessings in disguise, and to regard 
themselves as the recipients of bounties that 
might be recalled at any moment. 

The third evening of my stay in this delightful 
family was passed in intellectual conversation, and 
terminated by s8ome interesting remarks on the 
beautiful simplicity of the moral principles of the 
New Testament ; after which the family joined in 
ginging a hymn, and we separated to enjoy the 
Soothing influences of © nature's 8weet restorer.' 
Little did our unapprehensive- hearts imagine 
what a change was taking place in our happy 
circle, 

When we assembled in the breakfast room, we 
were gurprised to learn that the devoted husband 
was laid on a bed of sickness, and that the fever- 
ish head and throbbing pulse, gave but too 8ure 
indication that disease had laid 1ts withering hand 
upon him. ; 

Hour after hour did the faithful partner of his 
sorrows, watch the changing features and listen to 
the. altered voice of her dearest earthly friend. 
With what eagerness did she anticipate his every 
wish, and note the changing symtoms of the dis- 
ease; as if her life, her all, depended on the result! 
Pale and anxious s8he listens to the fitful breath- 
ing, or bends her ear to catch the half articulated 
word. ww. 

At length the power of medicine appears to re- 
move the insidious foe that lurks in the secret 
chambers of the heart. 'The countenance of the 
er, and 
her heart beats with its accustomed regularity, at 
the faint prospect of a favorable result. 

But specious as are-the appearances, the deadly 
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foe is not 80 easily to be despoiled of his prey. A 
crisis is coming, and the 188ue is to be determined. 

The morning  dawns, but no ray of comfort 
comes with the ſight ! The high-souled and virtu- 
ous man, the pious and deyout christian, is draw- 
ing to a close of life, is about to render an account 


to his Maker, and to bid. a final adieu to every | 


earthly object. 

Where are my children ? 1s the 8olemn but af- 
fectionate inquiry. * Bring them that I may look 
upon them and bless them. With an angelic 
s8mile they are welcomed, and the kiss of death is 
gealed on their young foreheads. Shall I draw 
aside. the veil from this agonzing moment, when 
the heart-strings are rending asunder? Hear 
then the low voice of the dying man announce 
to his beloved wife, that the moment has come 
when the veil between hifn and eternity must be 
rent. 'The weeping friends involuntarily gather 
round the bed, to witness the consummation of 
| DAR SN it Mia TS 

All is now over, and the heart has ceased the 
struggle to perform its functions. But where is 
the pale sensitive being, who a few days since 
could weep over the trivial misfortunes of her 
friends 2 Surely reason must have resigned her 
8eat in a bosom 80 much alive to the common suf- 
ferings of humanity,when a calamity 80 overwhelm- 
ing comes like a flood upon her. 

No,—she is beside the corse of her husband, but 
no tear trickles down her colorless cheek! No 
word of 8orrow escapes her quivering lips, grief 
has dried up the fountains of her heart, and among 
the crowd of weepers she is not known but by 
the unearthly calmness of her demeanor, the quiv- 
ering of her lip, and her clasped hands pressed 
together as if the blood must force itself through 
the pores. In the midst of her desolation s 
lifts her voice to her Maker, and implores him to 
sustain her through the trial that is yet to come. 

'The hour of burial arrives, and the last 8ad 
testimomals of respect are paid to the departed 
Saint. a * * * * * * 

As we returned from the grave I recalled the 
happiness of this family when I entered it, the 
8ad change that a few days had made, and in the 
depth of my soul T exclaimed, is this the melan- 
choly conclusion of the life of man 2 Must he 
after a few short hours of mingled happiness and 
wo lie down in the grave forever ? No. Blessed 
be God, there is a light shining in darkness, and at 
the very moment = 498 affliction presses with the 
most insupportable weight upon the bereaved 
heart, faith opens the vista of the skies and pours 
in a flood of light upon the bereaved soul. 

Think not says she, that your companion is 
sleeping in pram nre-cng no, while you are 
weeping over his departure, he 1s rejoic 
the angels of God, and chanting —_ with the 
seraphim of Heaven, 

A little more suffering, a few more trials, and 
you wHl be united in a world where there 1s no 
bp has the tender ties of friendship, no wound- 
ing of 
eXxPTesS810Ns. 


he gociety of Heaven has no false friends to. 


mar its changeless bliss. No—there is an altar 
on which the fire of devotion burns with quench- 


less 8plendor, and around which the worshippers 


rd 
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bow in unfeigned adoration, saying "Ig "7 
God Almighty, Allelujah in the highest. 


with 


e confiding heart by cold Jooks or unkind. 
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The young friend who handed us the following, 
will accept of our thanks for having entered 
upon an undertaking-which we have too long 
neglected—that of calling the attention of our 
readers to the 8ubject of Sabbath Schools. We 
had intended to offer some-suggestions on the 
gubject ; but bs gs or a convenient 8eas0n it 
has been delayed. e 8hall, at 8ome * conve- 
nient season' give more attention to this subject. 
In the mean time, we hope that some of our 
correspondents will fayor us with 8uch hints ag 
may be useful, L. 'S. E. 


[For the Universalist.] 


A DIALOGUE ON SABBATH SCHOOULS. . 


Ellen. Good morning, Maria, I have called to 
8ee if you will add your name to our list of teach- 
ers to the Sabbath School, we are now forming, 
—1 have joined it, and I anticipate a great deal of 
pleasure from it. . 

Maria. I think I must decline your kind inyi- 
tation. But I would not damp the ardor of your 
spirits, when you consider them en in 80 
worthy a cause, were it not that I decidedly dis- 
approve of Sabbath Schools. 

E. T have too much confidence in your judg- 
ment, to think you would have toad 80 decid. 
ed an opinion, without inyestigation. And I 
would like to know 8ome of your objections; for 
though my opinion 18 different from yours yet, if 
you convince me of its incorrectness, I will ac- 

nowledge my mistake. 

M. 1 commence then, with saying they are 
unnecessary and tedious. . After the mind has 
been confined, during the week, to the too often 
dull routine of study,. it requires rest. By too 
constant, application, the mind loses its elasticity. 
And *Six days shalt thou labor,” saith the testi- 
mony. 

E. Indeed, I would not that the youthful mind 
be checked by a too ardent pursuit of knowledge. 
But I would that the hours of study and relaxa- 
tion, be 80 intermingled, that the time which is 
to be spent in the Sabbath School, may be hailed 
with joy. It would at least, 8erve to make a vari- 
ety in their studies, for the 8ubjects which then 
engage the mind, are certainly different from those 
pursued in* common schools; and it is not a day 
set apart for inaction and idleness, but for moral 
and religious improvement. And why should not 
the infant mind, here. exert its dawning faculties, 
as well as iy its daily 8chool ? 

M. But are not the '8v 
to the 8cholar, oftentinx 


jects here introduced 
2s entirely above their 
comprehension? Before the mind is capable of 
deciding for itself, are not the particular creeds 
and tenets of 8ome sect, imposed upon it? Leay- 


ing only a confused and indefinite idea of gome- 
thing, which to them is unintelligible, and which 
they feel to be 80? Many feelings prejudicial to 
the interests of real religion, may be traced to 
the early but powerful influence of Sabbath 
. Feelings which have not been confined | 
but which through all the 8ubse- 
of life, have exerted their power. 
ions were unfayorable, and the 
whole 8ubject became unpleasant. 
E. 'The influence of Sabbath Schools, when 
not properly and judiciously directed, may be, and 
has been, unprofitable. This blessing 1 know, 


| like many others, has been perverted and misim- 
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proved. But I firmly believe it might be made & 
sphere of usefulness, and the gooner 8, reformation 
is commenced, the sooner shall we enjoy its ben- 
efits. Leaving doctrines and theories for age and 
experience, is there not enough in the great mor- 
al principles of our religion to enforce and enjoy ? 
Let the disputants in es, take 8ome other 
held for their exertions ; but let this 8sanctuary of 
early religion and virtue, be shielded from their 
attacks. Let this be 8acredly devoted to those 
great principles of love and forgiveness, which 
our Savior inculcated : who, while on earth, © took 
little children in his arms, and blessed them.” 
Here let the character of their heavenly Father, 
be presented, in all the glowing colors of paren- 
tal affection. Let them be persuaded that he 
loves them, with a parent's love, and his religion, 
will become their pleasure, his law their dehght. 


The 8ong of gratitude and love, never rises more | 


freely or more acceptably then when hallowed by 
the lip of innocence and youth. 'Thus early, in 
the morning of life, will their best and holiest 
affections, be called into exercise ; and may we 
not anticipate as bright and glorious an evening, 
as the morning is promising and happy ? 

M. Do not conclude that I am opposed to 
early religious education. Far from it; I approve 
it as highly as you can. But I till think it might 
be much better acquired at home, under the guid- 
ance 'of parents and friends. 'They would cer- 
tainly receive much better attention, than they 
could in a large 8chool. 

E. I would agree with you, if equal pains 
were taken on the part of their parents j but, ob- 
servation convinces us that there is not. Full 
well I know that no instructions fall 80 pleasantly 
on the youthful ear, as those dictated by parental 
affection, And those whose happy lot it 1s, to en- 
joy that blessing, can 8till devote a few hours to 
the Sabbath School. But how few, comparatively, 
is that number, when we think of those whose 
hours at home are spent in idleness and folly. 

M. T do not object to them for the os they 
were instituted, I know, expressly for them; and 
to them, they may be & necessary assistance. But 
the children of the rich do not need them; and 
besides if they do attend them, they must neces- 
8arily mix with all classes of children; those 
who are often uninformed and yulgar, which may 
be very disadvantageous to their manners and 
morals, 

E. - Now I consider it one of its greatest re- 
commendations that here:the children of all class- 
es, receive the s8ame instructions, and enjoy the 
s8ame privileges. And I do not apprehend any 8e- 
rious disadvan 

- _ exert that influence ac 

8nould, everything that is improper, or disorderly 
will be COIN But I think Ty might trace a 
mutual benefit that may be derived from such in- 
tercourse. For, while the uncultivated may per- 
haps be imitating in 8ome degree, the more refin- 
ed manners of those better informed, they, may 
learn to 8ubdue all feelings of pride and superi- 
onity, 'They will learn to feel, that if they have 
more blessings, they have a greater call, for grati- 
tude and love, and to look with a pitying eye on 
those whoge lot has not been cast in 80 propitious 
a 80ll. Here, too, all may have access to a well 
Selected library, and many hours -of happiness I 
doubt not have been enjoyed, from thus early cul- 
tuvating a taste for ron | 


from any 8uch as8ociation. If 
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M. But #till, you must acknowledge it is a 
=y confinement to the teachers, I do not 
ink you can speak of many benefits, they can 


derive from it« 


E. But I can of the pleagures they enjoy. Is 
it a small eatisfaction to think we have in 8ome 
degree, assisted others, in the attainment of use- 
ful knowledge ? That we have been enabled, to 
strew a few of the flowers of religion and virtue, 
in the path of those, who will gather them, with 
all the eagerness of youthful expectation? And 
while promoting the happiness of others, be assur- 
ed, we are g8ecuring our own. I will only add, 


try, and determine for yourself. 


ELLEN " 


Charlestown, Sep. 14. 


——— 


[For the Universalist.] 


CHEERFULNESS RECOMMENDED. 


As far back as we can trace the history of man, 
80 far we can trace gpeculations concerning him. 
Upon a 8light examination, he 8eems to be a gim- 
ple thing, capable of being easily understood ; 
but when we take a nearer view, we find him 
more complex than we at first imagined. But in 
our inquiries, this 1s certain, dangers 8urround us, 
and evils are scattered thick along our path. Much 
of our happiness, or misery, depends upon the 


judgments we form concerning ourselves, and the 


objects. that surround us. 'That much is to be 
done, to insure us even a 8tate of tolerable enjoy- 
ment, 1s apparent. We have not only to guard 
against the approach of things that may impair our 
happiness, but we shall often find it necessary to 
extricate ourselves from difficulties into which we 
have run unawares. Much is to be done, and al- 
though we are weak, yet, by proper management, 
by being ever on our guard, we can preserve our- 
8elves from gross mistakes, and by careful atten- 
tion to the duties incumbent upon -us, we can 
place ourselves, at least, within the neighborhood 
of that station, for which we were designed by 
our Creator. 

We are none of us perfect, and probably it is 
best for us that we are not. Far better is it to 
be of this opinion, than to be always complaining 
of our condition, finding fault with the world, our 
fellow men, and every thing with which we stand 
connected. We shall never grow more recon- 
ciled to things, in the constant practice of finding 


fault with them. The continuance of. our troubles 


is often occasioned by eroneous habits of thi , 
That which FR been the sole cause of bring- 
ing upon ourselves, we are apt to impute to the 
direct providence of God. If we have indulged 
our appetites, and neglected to bridle our unruly 
passions, if we have taken no precautions, and are 
the very means that are calculated to render us 
unhappy, ought we to murmur because we feel 


| miserable ? Is it a matter of wonder, that causes 


ehould produce effects ? Is it not perfectly ra- 
tional, that he that soweth to the flesh, should of 
the flesh reap corruption ? | 
How unavailing, and how unwise is the prac- 
tice of lamenting that we have 80 little enjoyment, 
while we use not the means requisite for obtain- 
ing it.” But while we are using endeavors to 
obtain happiness, we ought not to form a wrong 
eatimate, and aspire after more: than is attainable 


in this life. When we consider what we are, and 
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with what we are gurrounded, and how liable we 
are to be affected unpleasantly,. we ought not to 
expect, to enjoy life without interruption. He 
that expects a state of uninterrupted felicity, to 
be attained here will be sure of meeting with sore 
disappointments. He that anticipates most, will 
probably enjoy least, and hence, he 1s ever ready 
to complain of the baseness, and pres of 
mankind. What does it avail us, if, in yenting 
our 8pleen, we indulge in perpetual bitterness of 
expression, and feel ill-humored, towards all the 
world? Suppose we turn misanthropists and think 
to enjoy the sweets of revenge, by withdrawing 
ourselves entirely from all connexion with our 
gpecies ? Will the world mourn our departure, 
and 8igh for our return ? Shall we leave a chasm 
which cannot be again filled? Or shall we brood 
alone over our sorrows, unpitied, and unlamented ? 

'The world is as it is, and by us cannot be essen- 
tially altered. But we are apt_.to judge of 1t as 
we think it should be, rather than as it is ; and for 
this reason, many of our - inconveniences exist 
only in our imaginations. If the real evils which 
exist, cannot at all times be successfully resisted, 
it ought not to supprise us if when joined. with nu- 
merous unreal ones, their force should be over- 
whelming. 

Many generous minds have been completely 
80ured, by dwelling altogether upon the dark 81de 
of things. They looked for perfection when every 
thing is confessedly imperfect; consequently dis- 
appointment succeeded disappointment. Com- 
plaints, murmurs, and repinings_ finish out the 
picture, 

But he that is given to fault-finding, forgets that 
he himself is one of that race of beings, with 
which he is 80 much dissatisfied. If in his sullen 
moods, he arraigns before his tribunal, the world 
at large, and passes s8entence upon it, are there not 
others, equally as morose as himself, who will 
claim the 8ame privilege, and exercise the same 
fancied prerogative, and with the same right, and 
probably with as much propriety ? Is it possible, 
that one isolated individual can be 80 much more 
deserving than the rest'of his s8pecies ? Worthy 
as he is, he will often find his own name among 
that number, which a brother Splenetic has set 
down as the vilest of the vile. 

In all our doings, we ought to have some refer- 
ence to our own happiness, and the happiness of 
those around us. But the man that is always 
complaining, acts the very reverse of this. Be- 
cause he cannot enjoy all things, and make every 
thing and every body conform to his ideas of pro- 
priety, he will enjoy nothing; and to appearance, 
could. he make. out the destiny of others, they 
would be as unhappy as himself. 

But I would not assume the position, that man 
has no cause for complaint. But murmuring, hke 
every thing else, will s0on become a habit by rep- 
etition, and/ when once established, things of tri- 
fling importance will, in imagination become wor- 
thy of serious consideration, and thus the individ- 
ual will be harrassed by every little occurence, 
which ought to be passed by unnoticed. 

There 1s indeed a wide difference among men, 
and if we are of the better sort, let us rejoice that 
we are 80, and not destroy our own peace, because 
others are not. If fretfulness could benefit our- 


elves, or others, if it could call back the wander-. 


er, and reform his life, it would be allowable, But 
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where is it manifestly injurious. to all.concerned, 
wisdom would dictate that it should be abandoned, 
and the mild virtue of forbearance cultivated in 
its stead. | HEenky. 


Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk 
in the law of the Lorp. Blessed are they that keey 
his testimonies, and that geek him with the whole 
heart. They also do no iniquity : they walk in his 
ways. 


_y 


[For the Universalist.] 


OBITUARY. 


Died in Amesbury Mass, Mr. Obadiah, Colby, of con- 
sumption, aged 69 years. Mr. Colby has left a numerous 
family of children and wenn xv to mourn the loss of 
a kind father, —one who was near and dear to them all. 
And this painful event of Providence, seems to be the more 
cutting to them, in consequence of having lost a kind' and 
affectionate mother within a ſew weeks; 80 that they are 
aow left to mourn the loss of both father and mother. 

May these afflictive dispensations of divine providence, 
be sanctified to all the relatives and friends who are now 
called to mourn, for their moral and everlasting good. And 
may they experience the comforts and consolations of that 
Gospel, which bringeth to light life and immortality for all 
mankind beyond the grave, and which sustained their de- 
ceased friend, and enabled him to rejoice with fulness of 
in Joy view of another and better world. 

any good people are of opinion that the doctrine of 
universal salvation, however well it may do to liye by, 
will not do to die by. But this is a sad mistake. 'There 
never was, and there never will be a person on earth, who 
could die with any more calmness, or composure, (to say 
nothing of joy) in the belief that any of their fellow crea- 
tures will be eternally miserable, than with the fall convic- 
tion that all will be holy and happy after death. It is ut- 


a.” Rae. , 

r. Colby had been a professed universalist for many 
ears. And when he was languishing upon his death bed 
e was perfectly tranquil and happy. He would often ex- 

exclaim, © How good the Lord has been to me !* with 

tears of penitence and- joy streaming from his eyes.— 

O! said he, *I am now willing to live, or to die;—m 

hope is in God;—1I am his;—and I feel perfectly resign 

and willing that my heavenly father should do with me as 
he pieases—T want to have no voice in it—I am ready 
when he calls me, to go to him.” | 

And I hesitate not to say, that these happy exercises 
of his mind, were not the eftect of flattery; that all would 


be well, —for he had none of this from any one. It made 


no difference to him what was said ;—for said he, © I have 
the assurance in my own. heart, for myself and all mankind.” - 
Not a murmur or a word of complaint escaped his lips, 
ſrom the time he was confined to his bed, till he closed his 
eyes in the cold embrace of death—his last eneemy. | 
Cases of this kind are 80 common at the pregent day, 
that it wonld seem unnecesgary to say anything about them, : 
were it not for the reprogches that are so often thrown out 
against the doctrine of uni! "SA 
which would enable them to pre 
I offer these ſew remarks, there | 
the dead, but for the comfort of those who mourn on this : 
occasion, andito remind our brethren of other denomina- 
tions, that what they s8ay concerning our ſaith, is evidently 
a mistake. Now may the God of all grace, warm their 
hearts with love to him afhd each other, and enable them ' 
to com d with all saints the height and depth and 
and breadth of the love-of God, which passeth all 
understanding, that they too, may bg prepared to- die 1, 
peace. | | Xo. he 


To CORRESPONDENTS. Persons dis to furnis 
articles for this paper will recollect that we do not insert 
communications without knowing the name of the author- | 
This will be a sufficient excuse to * A. P.* for withholding | 
© Secret Musings* from our readers. . 
©M.* ©Maria,” * Henry?, and others who have heretofore 
favored us with their productions will always be welcome: 


